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The History of Nordic Association
for Semiotic Studies (NASS)

By Dinda L. Gorlée

The emerging history of paBcandinavian semiics has started with the commdeeling of
belonging together during the 1980s. The semiotic master of semiotics, Thomas A. Sebe
(Bloomington, Indiana) published the sturdy volume 7#fe Semiott Sphereinitiating that the
Asti || formative, stage of semi ot ISelseokénitidtea s
that the global volume of semiotics was Aaf a
wide homogeneityisinth | east desirabledo adding that A
steadily in focus, the multiplicity of avenues available for its realization is inherent in the adventur
of the search itselfo (1986: ix).

The Semiotic Sphereovered the period fro the end of World War |l towards the international
devel opment of the 1980s. The collection in
(Sebeok 1986: 11% 4 3) written by JbPrgen Dines Johan
articl®embotuitcsi in Finl-abdp, (E8bmoat 10861 n 1K
369385) by Sven Storelv (Bergen), and Per Er
Swedeno ( Se b &04k Alds9tlde6semioticsgtiB Bstonia and Iceland vexduded (or
perhaps postponed) for some political or geographical reasons. Sebeok contifedSamiotic

Sphere hat the collection can be judged Auneve
direct to the Scandinavian semiotics of matripes during the 1980s and afterwards. This situation
was rooted in Sebeokds metaphor stating t h:

emanating from their point of contact encounter obstacles which might deflect them fror
propagating eveg| as they might in an ideal space free of natural andmmard e o b st r u
(1986: ix). The successive waves of this image refers to the ups and downs of political turmoils
well as to the priorities of the universities in the Nordic area to streigtntdethe local level into

the global survival, keeping track of the growth of semiotic theory and method of the representati
countries.

Rapid progress was made over the years. On my initiativeVéinek forening for semiotikkvas
founded at the Univeity of Bergen (1985), editing the sédfbricated journall/vstegn (1986
1992). The membership in Norway grew from a few isolated members to imply some handred
fifty members. The first symposium (1986) convoked a large audience at Bryggens Museum
Bergen to hear Sebeok as main speaker in his influentthld r e s s , ATheo @nhahet r i
last moment before the congress, the invitation to Juri Lotman from the University of Tartu, then
closed country to the HAcagpiatial,i zbeedcoa mMie sstu dide

1 Sebeok, Thomas A. and Jean Umiksabeok, eds. (1986Jhe Semiotic Spher®lew York/London: Plenum Press.

(5 )
L 2 )
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trip to Norway and his splendid | ecture ab
t wentieth centuryo turn the meeting into a
crawled into a cornertocha&ts ol d semiotic friends. I n S
another mostly in German, with snatches of French, interspersed by his shaky English and |
falter i ngThiRhagpy eneaunted was of course an extravaganza to boost Norwegia

semiotis3

| TEMA: LIVSTEGN, side 5-12 ——

Tegn i tiden. Teori og praksis

«Semiotikk i teori og praksis» var temaet for det ferste
symposiet arrangert av Norsk forening for semiotikk i Bergen
2. og 3. oktober. Nytt fra Universitetet har tidligere markert
selve begivenheten, men det kan likevel vare verdt & gi noen
av bidragsyterne spesiell oppmerksomhet. P4 disse sidene
presenteres enkelte bidrag med appell utover de innviddes
rekker. Som teori kan semiotikken virke utilgjengelig og
eksklusiv, men som kjent er ingenting sa praktisk som en god
teori, noe flere av bidragsyterne pa semiotikkmeotet i Bergen
demonstrerte — med et glimt i oyet.

Semiotikk/
semiologi
Semiotikk betydde pa gresk
«diagnostikk», eller observa-
sjon av symptomer. Beteg-
nelsene semiotikk og semio-
logi brukes i dag om hverand-
re for 4 betegne vitenskap om
«alle tegn- (eller symbol-)
systemer som gjor det mulig
for mennesker 4 kommunise-
re». Den franske mytekriti-
ker og litteraturteoretiker
(m.m.) Roland Barthes defi-
nerte semiotikkens, eller se-
miologiens, emne som «eth-
vert tegnsystem, av hvilken
substans det enn matte vre,
og hvilke grenser det enn
matte ha: Bilder, gester, ma-
lerisk  formede lydrekker,
gjenstander og de helheter
som er sammensatt av slike
substanser og som man finner
i riter, i regler for skikk og
bruk og i skuespill, utgjgr om
ikke «sprak», sd i hvertfall
systematisk ordnede betyd-

ningshelheter.»
Semiotikken er altsa en

Den amerikanske semiotikeren Thomas A. Sebeok (i midien) og den

A

sovjetrussiske semiotikeren Juri M. Lotman, sammen med Dinda 1..

k

Gorlée, som rey 1te
(Foto: AV-avd)

e av det vil pelige {

Vitenskapelig toppmgte

Den unge Norsk forening for
semiotikk hadde full klaff med
sitt forste symposium. To av ver-
dens fremste semiotikere (tegn-
forskere) — amerikaneren Tho-
mas A. Sebeok og sovjetrusseren
Jurij M. Lotman - hadde arran-
gorene lykkes i & samle til sym-
posiet om «semiotikk i teori og
praksis», Dette vitenskapelige
toppmatet noen uker for et poli-
tisk toppmete i Reykjavik, ga
arrangementet ¢t medicgjen-
nomslag og en oppmerksomhet

som ellers kun er mer «salgbare»
emner forunt.

~ Vi foler oss bearet over be-
spket av disse to internasjonale
kapasitetene. Det var en ufor-

de og all lere
om tegn.

Stolthet

Filologer og litteraturforskere med sin daglige gange pa Nygérdshoy-

den, legger da heller ikke skjul pa at de er stolte. A ha tatt pd, eller

endog snakket med Jurij Lotman, gir prestisie i de kretser.
Bergens Tidende, 3. oktober.

lig opplevelse & lytte til
Sebeoks oversikt over semiotik-
kens omrade og til Lotmans plas-
sering av semiotikken innenfor
den slaviske kulturtradisjon,
forteller amanuensis Dinda L.
Gorlée ved Romansk institutt.
Sammen med forstcamanuensis
Sven Storelv, formann i Norsk
forening for semiotikk. sto hun

ansvarlig for symposiet og det
vitenskapelige toppmetet.

Hvem er sa disse framstaende
semiotikere?

Thomas A. Sebeok (66) er
leder for Research Center for
Language and Semiotic Studies,
Indiana University. Blooming-
ton. Han er Distinguished Pro-
fessor i lingvistikk, semiotikk,
antropologi  og  ural-altaiske
sprak ved Indiana University i
Bloomington. Som vitenskaps-
mann, lerer, forfatter og forsker
pa mange felt, har Sebeok gjort
seg bemerket i mange verdens-
hjerner. Han er o, jefredak-
tor for «Semiotica». tidsskriftet
til International Association for
Semiotic Studies.

Jurij M. Lotman (64) er pro-
fessor ved Universitetet i Tartu i
Estland. Han er filolog og littera-
turhistoriker, de russiske
gullalderdiktere (Pusjkin o.a.)
som spesialomrade. Lotman er

med

serlig kjent for sine teoretiske
arbeider innen litteratur- og kul-
turteori

Facsimile from Nyt fra universitetet i Bergen no. 15-16 1986 p. 5. Pictured (from left):
Dinda Gorlée, Thomas A. Sebeok and Juri Lotman.

2 Sebeok, Thomas A. (2001). The Estonian connection. I&Ghisa/ SemioticsBloomington/Indianapolis University
Press, Indiana: 167.

3 Gorlée, Dinda L. and Morten Tgnnessen (2010). Da Lotman of semiotikken kom til I\Ex@&qd of Norge i fortid
of natid(Norskestisk forening 25 drDslo:Norskestisk forening: 25@59. For Proceedings, séé/stegn3 (January
1987).
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The isolated contributions of scholars throughout Scandinavia (see the new survey of semiotics
Norway*) meant that the adherence among universities remained in various Scandinavian countr
at a relatively low ebb. Importantly, the significance of the MosGawiu semioticians for
Scandinavian semiotics was a welcome addition to the future of Scandinaviaotiss. The
meetings of theSummer Institute in Semioticerganized yearly in Finland, were organized by Eero
Tarasti (Helsinki) in Imatra (Eastern Finland) on the borders with Russia. Tarasti invited th
MoscowTartu semioticians. He also organized tmeernational Semiotic Instituteo broadcast
semiotics. Looking at my files on the early dates of Mrernordic School of Semioticihere is in

my agenda and notebooks of the first meetin
L o t nsaneadive term afemiosphereannounced by some members of the MosGanu School,

as well as the plans of publishing the jourS&mionordica Fr om Aunder gr ound
Nordic semiotics must, of course, include the five Scandinavian couynbug¢smplying, when
possi bl e, Lot mands fARussiano school

In 1987, Finland, Denmark, Sweden, Norway, and Iceland were joined Mdtakc Association for
Semiotics(NASS) emerging through the continuous efforts of the international semioticians. Firs
priority of the board was to organize the First/Binual Conference at the University of Odense on
7-9 November 1990. After elections, the board was presided by myself (Bergen), while loc:
organizers were Svend Erik Larsen (Odense, later Aarhus) andh J2irges Johansen (Odense). In
his postscript, Larsen reported that one hundred semioticians from Scandinavia and internatio
adherents (such as Robert E. Innis, Valentine Daniel, Donald Preziosi, and Igor Cernov) h
assembled in Odense to speak aboait tho v e r aCl/iure &siSeémiosc, Sentiotics of Cultureso

To secure the future, Larsen communicated that the SecomhriBial Conference will be
organized by Goran Sonesson (Lund) and Kjalls Berge (Stockholm). | remember that during the
Odense meting | sent a message to Sebeok, in which the NASS congratulated him for his 70
birthday on 9 November 1990.

My presidency from 1989 to 1992 ended when | moved from the University of Bergemobaugk
home country,lte Netherlands. My successor viadran Sonesson, who led tiMordic Association

for Semioticdrom 1992 to the meeting at tiSeventhConference of the NASH Lund(2011). In
between, NASS has changed a lot. Not only has the Association assoogmitive approach to
semiotics, at a certain distance from the earlieraadliteratureheavy focus. Also it must be
stressed that Estonia has become a free country, being part of Europe and part of the Scandina
countries. Joining the NASS withraumber of qualified semioticians, the Scandinavian countries
have been enriched with the Baltic environment of semiotics, including the first semiotic journa
Sign Systems StudieBrobably a happy end for NASS.

4 Gorlée, Dinda L. (187). Semiotics in Norway: Signs of life on the fjords. Thomas A. Sebeok and Jean {Sabkeuk,
eds.,7he Semiotic Web 86. An International Yearbddérlin: Mouton de Gruyter: 252365.

5Larsen, Svend Erik (1992). NASSet nordisk tegnL/ivstegn8: 6.
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A personal note: after spending half nfg lin Norway and part in Finland, | feel h&tandinavian.
Since | am research associate of tHé&tgenstein Archivesassociated with the Department of
Philosophy at the University of Bergen and, at the same time, have spent teachintyaestaoon
at the University of Tartu, | feel close to th&ordic Association for Semioticand hope to be
welcome taake part in its future.

NEWS
Nordic News

Conference publication following NASS VIII: Thematic Issue
of Sign System Studies

Following the The Eighth Conference of the Nordic Association for Semiotic Studies S)AS
Aarhus, Denmark, May 291, 2013, the participants were invited to submit article manuscripts to a
double thematic issue dbign Systems Studiesn t he t heme of the <con
SignsonDifter ent Ti me Scaleso edited by Luis Bru
fields, perspectives and approaches within semiotibeoretical as well as empirical, were invited
regardless whether or not they presented a paper or poster at theermomfelhe deadline for
contributions has passed.

Eero Tarasti lectures on music history

Lectures by Professor Eero Tarasti, University of Helsinki, on music history are now available ¢
YouTube, entittedi Musi ¢ Hi st ory: St y |.elhe Reetures (4 sleal awithd
classical composers, such as J.S. Bach. W.A. Mozart, Ludwig van Beethoven and Richard Wagr
their main works are analyzed at piano, and comgeto other arts and philosophies of their times.
On YouTubewu can al so f i ndEutobeansénmgotics u(rae <seruiresse of
English) given by professor Eero Tarasti atlt®dsinki University in the autumn semester of 2010.

International News

Foundation of the International Association for Cognitive Semiotics
(IACS)

The founding meeting of théternational Association for Cognitive Semiotics (IAG\&s held on
May 29h, 2013 at Aarhus University, Denmankithin the framework of the Eighth Conference of
The Nordic Association for Semiotic Studiekrdan Zlatev was elected as the president of the
association.The purpose of IACS is to advance research in cognitive semiatd facilitate



http://www.ut.ee/SOSE/sss/
http://nordicsemiotics.org/VIII/
http://www.ut.ee/SOSE/sss/
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLqDV6lYVnPRvHTHxhKMSPPt-iNDVb-U0D
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MwLznV5A2wI
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scholarly discussion and exchange in what is a growing field, as well as organizing cedered
other academic events.

To become member of the associatigie first year for freg please sendnaemail to IACS
secretary Monica Tamari monicatamariz@gmail.comwvith your name and affiliation. As a
member of IACS youamong other thingsget a generous subscription discount on the journal
Cognitive Semiotics

Semionaut Award

Semionaut Award ia $1000 short essay prize for students and recent graduates in the area
applied cultural & semiotic analysis. Deadline is thed eof November 2013. The award is

sponsored bypace Doctorand all the shortlisted essays will be published, along with the winner,
on the independent semiotand cultural analysisebsite See t he rees &detailsawar

Semiotic publications
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SEMIOTICA
DELLE SOGGETTIVITA

PER OMAR

SEMIOTICS OF SUBJECTIVITIES

Semiotica delle soggettivita

\py

a cura di
Massimo Leone
Isabella Pezzini

o.’t'. a'-'.'.!. 0‘4
BN R e A |
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TN I~ " !

Botevat gL
1 Leone, Massimo and Pezzini, Isabella, eds. 2013. Semiotics of Subjectivities [in English

and Italian]: Short descriptionessays on the semiotics of subjectivity, with specific attention to

its visual representations. The book includes contributions by Umberto Eco, Victor Stoichite
Massimo Leone, Eero Tarasti, etc.

11222 ° QU0T N [P BIND B Tewi() Jdd “BIAINASS0s [P ednorwag

81 x 100, Menil Collection, Houston, Texas, partiolare
ISBN 978-88-548-6320-3

863293

N 978

9788854

ANOVHY

1 Peirce and Biosemiotics: A Guess at the Riddle of Life (Springer): Edited by Vinicius
Romanini and Eliseo Fernandeshort description: This volume discusses the importance of
Peirce’s philogphy and theory of signs to the development of Biosemiotics, the science the
studies the deep interrelation between meaning and life. Peirce considered semeiotic as a ger
logic part of a complex architectonic philosophy that includes mathematicgrmpaealogy and
a theory of reality. The authors are Peirce scholars, biologists, philosophers and semioticia
united by an interdisciplinary endeavor to understand the mysteries of the origin of life and i
related phenomena such as consciousness, percagpresentation and communication.



http://fr-mg42.mail.yahoo.com/compose?to=monicatamariz@gmail.com
http://www.semionaut.net/
http://www.semionaut.net/
http://www.space-doctors.com/
http://www.semionaut.net/
http://www.semionaut.net/semionaut-new-writing-award/
http://www.aracneeditrice.it/aracneweb/index.php/catalogo/area/scienze-storiche-filosofiche-pedagogiche-e-psicologiche/9788854863293-detail.html
http://www.aracneeditrice.it/aracneweb/index.php/catalogo/area/scienze-storiche-filosofiche-pedagogiche-e-psicologiche/9788854863293-detail.html
http://iassais.files.wordpress.com/2013/09/leone-pezzini-2013-semiotica-delle-soggettivitc3a0.pdf
http://www.springer.com/life+sciences/book/978-94-007-7731-6
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1 /llrhetor.dixit//: Understanding ad texts’ rhetorical structure for differential figurative
advantage: Author:George Rossolato&elease daté&ugust 2013 Pagesi88. Downloadyour
free complimentary ebook copy (readable with mobipoci§tprt description: This book was
put together over the course of t he past
publications in the mtimodal advertising rhetoric research field and projects that were
undertaken with the employment of the //rhetor.dixit/f@odel. It features four chapters that
span different, yet i nterl ocking aspecds
culminates in a practical guide for the analysis of the vertwal rhetorical structure of TV ad
texts, based on the uniqgue methodology of the //rhetor.dixithi@®del on offer by
/[disruptiVesemiOtics//.

1 The Self as a Sign, the World, and the Other: Living Semiotics: By Susan Petrilli.
Foreword by Augusto PonziShort description: How can semiotics help us understand
subjectivty? The question of subjectivity concerns the close and the distant, the self and th
other, the other from self, and the other of self. It is thus the question connected to the quest
of the sign. It calls for a semiotic approach because the sedklgat sign; its very own relation
with itself is a relation among signBhe Self as a Sign, the World, and the Otr#iques
subjectivity in terms of t he fAmaterial 0o t
Susan Petrilli highlights the scholarship of Charles Pierce, Mikhail Bakhtin, Roland Barthes
Mary Boole, Jacques Derrida, Michael Foucault, Emmaruesiinas, Claude Levbtrauss,
Maurice MerleatPonty, Charles Morris, Thomas Sebeok, Thomas Szasz, and Victoria Welby
Included are American and European theories and theorists, evidencing the relationshi
interconnecting American, Italian, French, andr@an scholarship.

Semiotic journals



http://www.amazon.com/dp/1492259691
http://www.amazon.com/dp/1492259691
http://bit.ly/17CfJaH
http://www.transactionpub.com/title/The-Self-as-a-Sign%2C-the-World%2C-and-the-Other-978-1-4128-5182-4.html
http://www.transactionpub.com/title/The-Self-as-a-Sign%2C-the-World%2C-and-the-Other-978-1-4128-5182-4.html
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l

Journal of Cognitive Semiotics. The relaunch of the peereviewed Journal of Cognitive
Semiotics which from 2014 will be published by de Gruytdouton, coincided wh the
foundation of the International Association for Cognitive Semiotics. Though the journal is
independent of the association, the two will maintain a close collaboration. Members of th
association will benefit from an attractive subscription discoumbray other envisioned
benefits. We are pleased to announce the official publication of Vol. 5 Nb®nl1l5 October
2013, on the them&onceptual Metaphor Hory: Thirty Years After Follow the link to
download the complete issue or select individual pafsthe style sheet and current call for
papers.

The International Journal of Marketing Semiotics (IJM®Je are pleased to announce the
launch of the first issue of the International Journal of Marketing Sex®i{IMS). The mission

of the IJMS is to constitute a reference point in stdithe-art academic research in the field of
marketing semiotics, by enhancing the relevance of semiotic theories and methodologies acr
the entire marketing mix, with a duakientation towards furthering existing theory, while
safeguarding managerial saliency. Vol.l is now availablelévnload

Call for Papers IJMS vol. II: Rhe /nternational Journal of Marketing Semiotiaglcomes

both conceptual and applied semiotic research, provided that semiotic perspectives have b
applied rigorously in the concerned marketing issues and are sufficiefattypned by relevant
literature, stemming from within both semiotics and marketing disciplines. If you wish to
contribute to thelJMS, please send your papers tgrosolatosl123@ myway.conand
journalmarketingsemiotics@yahoo.coifhe closing date for submission is May 30th 2014.

Southern Semiotic Review — Second Issue: This journal vas launched in May, and there has
been a pleasing response to the first issue, in terms of quantity and quality. In addition to gene
issues, special theme issues are planned, both on line and in print. Papers for review, as wel
comments, reviews, atracts and work in progress are welcome, from all international scholars
and writers. Review procedures apply for all contributions, except for shorter reviews, commen
and the occasional work in progress. For details on call for paperheete Submissions
including preliminary abstracts can be sent to the edit@suthernsemioticreview@gmail.com
Seethe terms of publication and additional information.

Semiotic Review. Semiotic Revie013 (formerlyThe Semiotic Review of Books 990
2012) is a multidiscipliary operaccess online peeeviewed journal publishing review articles

as well as original essays. It endeavours to monitor those domains in the Humanities, the So
and the Natural Sciences which bear upon symbolic and communicative behaviour, €ogniti
systems and processes, cultural transmission and innovations, and the study of informati
meaning and signification in all form&emiotic Revieywpublishes three issues a year. Of these
three issues, one will be an ordinary open issue and two wil lees i a | 0t hemed i
be published on a rolling basis so that new material will continue to be added to thel
indefinitely. Thematic issues can be proposed by guest editors, for those who have a proposal
call for papers for a thematic issusosld contact the editors. For the topics of thematic issues
see the Call for Papers.

Signs and Society — vol. 1, no. 1. The first issue oSigns and Sociefithe new journal of
semiotics of the University of Chicago Press has been published. Free access to the issu
availablehere Signs and Sociefig a new multidisciplinary journal in the humanitieslaocial



http://www.cognitivesemiotics.com/
http://www.cognitivesemiotics.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/issue-5.1-2-final.pdf
http://www.degruyter.com/view/j/cogsem
http://www.ijmarketingsemiotics.com/
http://ijmarketingsemiotics.com/journal-contents-2/
http://ijmarketingsemiotics.com/call-for-papers/
mailto:grosolatos123@myway.com
mailto:journalmarketingsemiotics@yahoo.com
http://www.southernsemioticreview.net/call-for-papers/
http://www.southernsemioticreview.net/call-for-papers/
mailto:southernsemioticreview@gmail.com
http://www.southernsemioticreview.net/who-are-we/
http://www.semioticreview.com/
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086/670125
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1086/670125
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sciences focusing on the study of sign process (or semiosis) in the realms of social actic
cognition, and cultural form.

Lexia — Journal of Semiotics [in Italian]: The Lexia Journal of Semiotics, edited by Massimo
Leone, is an international, pemviewed journal of CIRCE, the Center for Interdisciplinary
Research on Communication of the University of Torino, Italy. The journal has published a ne
issuen®131 4 A Pr ot e st adownloaGheiPDRpresentatien. t o

International Journal of Semiotics SEMAT. The journal aims to create a space in which
ideas, views and findings are articulated by scholars and researchers in human fields &
research, as communicative mediums of knowledge, is masdtaind developed. At the outset,
the journal appears biannually before transforming itself into quarterly. Yodaanloadfull
articles fromvol. 1 published in May 2013.

1 Punctum - International Journal of Semiotics. The Hellenic Semiotic Societjounded in

1977, held its last Internation@lonference at the University of Cyprus (Nicosia), in November
2010, on the topic of 0The TEammyalaydYoung
Symposium i n Semi ohtinteenat@nal &Conferentes dndSemiiotics, entited
Changing Worlds & Signs of the Timas the University of Thessaly (Volos, Greece), from 4 to
6 October 2013¢ he Hellenic Semiotics Sociely currently planning to publish an online, free
access, peeeviewed international journal devoted to semiotics. The journal, n&uasdtumi
International Journal of Semioticsvill be published twice a year, in Engligh although
submissions in French and German will be accepted as Rw@licturmwill be the first Greek
based international and onlhoaly academic journal in the field of semiotics, and aspires to
become a forum for the advancement of both indigenous aedhational scholarship. It also
aims to foster a closer intellectual exchange and cooperation between the scientific communit
of Eastern & South Eastern Europe with those of Western and Northern Europe.

UPCOMING ACADEMIC EVENTS

IN THE NORDIC COUNTRIES INCLUDING ESTONIA®

6 This list of events, and the academic news preseabove are indicative and ¢y no means pretend to be exhaustive.
Therefore, our members are strongly encouraged to send their suggestiercohsidered for further editions of the newsletter to
the editors (apost@nordicsemiotics.oyg



http://iassais.files.wordpress.com/2013/05/massimo-leone-2013-lexia-13-14.pdf
http://iassais.files.wordpress.com/2013/05/massimo-leone-2013-lexia-13-14.pdf
http://naturalspublishing.com/ContIss.asp?IssID=143
http://naturalspublishing.com/ContIss.asp?IssID=143
http://iassais.wordpress.com/2013/05/26/punctum-international-journal-of-semiotics/
http://semio2013.uth.gr/
mailto:post@nordicsemiotics.org
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First Norwegian Research Seminar - Animals in Changing

Environments: Cultural mediation and Semiotic Analysis. December 13,

2013, Stavanger, Norway
Time Friday December 13th 2013 at 10.02.45

Place Kjell Arholms hus, room 053, University of Stavanger

SpeakersKristin Armstrong OmafiBeyond dual i st explanations
ani mal s i n B dimaMaras @miviersity of €astibfi | ni t i al cul tur al
mammalian species, golden jack&lay/is aurels. Pr el i mj maMgrtenT@naegsernt s ¢
(University of Stavangef i The symbolic construction of t

Scandi)navi ao

To registersend aremail to Morten Tgnnessen.

Framing Nature: Signs, Stories, and Ecologies of Meaning, April 29-
May 3, 2014, Tartu, Estonia

April 29 -

May3 2014
Tartu

Estonia

\

- ‘ ECOLOGIES

MEANING

.

ONo meani ng wi thus onetmigha boil doamtleedinsights yielded by a century of
research in the humanities. To intetpsemething as meaningful is to put it into a context, into a
frame of reference within which it can begin to make sense. This holds not only for huma
signification, but also for the processes of signification that occur in the natural world, as they ha
been studied by biosemiotics. In a double take otitleés this conference inquiresto the multiple,
complex ways in which humans frame nature and are in turn framed by it. It seeks to explore t
figure of the frame as an ecological concept whiclwdrattention to the way in which meanings
are embedded in and sustained by environments that are at once material and semiotic. At the s
time, it invites a closer examination of the strategies of framing and contextualization that a
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constitutive of eacritical research, as well as a comparison of ecocritical methodologies with thos
of neighbouring disciplines in the environmental humanities

First International Association for Cognitive Semiotics (IACS)
Conference, IACS-2014. September 25-27, 2014, Lund, Sweden

The First International Association for Cognitive Semiotics (IACS) Conference (X118) will

be held in September 2%, at Lund University, Sweden. Founded in Aarhus, Denmark, on29lay
2013, The International Association for Cognitive Semiotics aims at the further establishment
Cognitive Semiotics as the tradsciplinary study of meaning, combining concepts, theories and
methods from the humanities and the social and natuehses. Central topics are the evolution,
development of, and interaction between different semiotic resources such as language, gestures
pictorial representations.

Theme of the conferenceEstablishing Cognitive SemioticsPlenary speakersSgren Brier
(Copenhagen Business School), Merlin Donald (Queens University), Brian MacWhinney (Carneg

Mellon University, Cornelia Miller (European University Viadrina Frankfurt, Raymond Tallis
(University of Manchester).

Deadline for abstract submission (themesgess): 31 Dec 2013. Deadline for abstract submission
(oral presentations, posters): 1 Feb 2014.

INTERNATIONAL

Third congress of the Moroccan Association of Semiotics

Moroccan group of Semiotics Moulay Ismail University

Semiotics and Society: new challenges, new approaches;
November 19th and 20th; 2013, School of Arts and Hunmities,
Meknes, Morocco.

Ferdinand de Saussure could not dissociate Semiotics from socia
life. Before him, Peirce also stated, but within another perspective,
that there is one conclusion and one limit to Semiosis: the
community. Eco qualified Semiotics a science that can be used to

lie, considered a discipline constantly called to support the analysis
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of forms and contents by a philosophy of action. In all these definitions or visions of Semiotics
society is deemed indispensable. This is not only usscgociety would be better explained once
approached by Semiotics, but also because this similar semiotic explanation would result in chan
such as: other ways to see, to seize, to interpret and, therefore, to change the world. Signs
society interat; influence each other, and educate mutually.

Todayods society offers a rich and diverse
totalitarian discourses which make their-r af
These phenomena havaused (created) diverse and varied reactions such as: being concretized
open protests and in other deaf and hidden ones.

The disaster provoked by the collapse of Lehman Brothers, and those that followed have showed
supremacy of economic extremismpported by academiaand have led to several waves of
protests and challenges in the worlthis upheaval was dubbedlrab Spring by Western media.
Suffice it here to list the movement of protest against finance and against aberrations such as ra
agendees, the protests of students and academics in many regions of the world, or other soc
movements concerning minorities. All these movements agree to defend one form or under anot
(form) the meaning of the human, the meaning of life, the meaningeobttter, the meaning of
particularity and of difference. That is to say meaning (as it is).

How can Semiotics be useful to these phenomena, and to the global society, in general, and to
Arab or Moroccan society, in particular? How each of these pheronveuld win to be better
grasped and understood once approached from a semiotic perspective? How could the refusal,
protest or the denunciation, its language, its codes, its recourses, and its encyclopaedia be prese
in general? How can the histooy the refusal be useful, existing or to reconstruct, in the Arab or
Moroccan society?How can the semiotic approach help to better understand, and perhaps, even
react on these new discourses or phenomena?

15t International Conference on Informatics and Semiotics in
Organisations, 23-25 May 2014, Shanghai, China

T

ICISO 2014
15th International/Conference on Informatics and Semiotics in Organisations
Service Science and Knowledge Innovation
Shanghai, China 23 - 25 May 2014

This International Conference on Informatics and Semiotics in Organisations (ICISOi2@hd)
fifteenth in a series of international eventsvated to the latest research and application of
informatics in organisations and organisational semiotics. The aim of the conference is to provide
focal forum for participants from various domains of information management and informatior
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systems, compational science, semiotics, finance and accounting, business and enterprise, servi
science, and business and engineering. The conference enables the sharing and exchange c
latest research and practice. ICISO 2014 continues the effort of the imteahatesearch
community in the development of the emergent discipline of informatics and its applications. Se
the Call for PapersDeadline for regular paper submissiatb December 2013.

Language, Culture and Mind VI, Inside/Out: Practice and
Representation, 23-26 June 2014, Lublin (Poland)

LCM VI: INSIDE/OUT: PRACTICE ANE, REPRESENTATION

A5

The Language, Culture and Mind conference series aims at establishing an interdisciplinary
forum for an integration of cognitive, social and cultural perspectives in theoretical and empiric:
studies of language and communication.

Human natural languages are biologically based, cognitively motivated, affectively rich, sociall
shared, grammatically organized symbolic systems. They provide the principal semiotic means 1
the complexity and diversity of human cultural life. As hasg been recognized, no single

discipline or methodology is sufficient to capture all the dimensions of this complex anc
multifaceted phenomenon, which lies at the heart of what it is to be human. In the recent pa
perception and cognition have been liasis of general unifying models of language and language
activity. However, a genuine integrative perspective should also involve such essential modalities
human action as: empathy, mimesis, intersubjectivity, normativity, agentivity and narrativity
Significant theoretical, methodological and empirical advancements in the relevant disciplines no
provide a realistic basis for such a broadened perspective. This conference will articulate a
discuss approaches to human natural language and to divares geélanguage activity which aim

to integrate its cultural, social, cognitive and bodily foundations. We call for contributions fromr
scholars and scientists in anthropology, biology, linguistics, philosophy, psychology, semiotic:
semantics, discoursenalysis, cognitive and neuroscience, who wish both to impart their insights
and findings, and | &eerthe fulfQalbfonPapdrsh er di sci pl i |

Deadlinefor abstract submission of inddual papers and posteBec 31, 2013 Deadline for
abstract submission of symposihov 30, 2013

13

Pt
et


http://www.orgsem.org/2014/CallForPapers.html
http://lcm6.umcs.lublin.pl/
http://languageculturemind.org/
http://lcm6.umcs.lublin.pl/call-for-papers/

NEWSLETTER OF THE NORDIC ASSOCIATION FOR SEMIOTIC STUDIES - NO. 4- AUTUMN 2013

The Charles S. Peirce International Centennial Congress: Invigorating
Philosophy for the 21st Century, University of Massachusetts Lowell,

July 16-19, 2014

Pelrce @ JuLy 16-19 University

of Massachusetts Lowell

2 O 14 Invigorating Philosophy
for the 215t Century

WWW. PEIRCE-FOUNDATION.ORG / 2014 ntmi

In commemoration of the 1@0anniversary of the death of C. S. Peirce, The Charles S. Peirce
Society and The Peirce Foundation invite the submission of new papers and panel propodbkals for
Charles S. Peirce International Centennial Congrdssbe held on July 169, 2014 at the
University of Massachusetts Lowell. The general theme of the congréssigorating Philosophy

for the 2B C e n t.Confirmed plenary speakers include Douglas Armer¥incent Colapietro,
Susan Haack, Christopher Hookway, Nathan Houser, Ivo lbri, Cheryl Misak, Nicholas Resche
Claudine Tiercelin, and Fernando Zalamé&dormation about registering for the Congress and

reserving hotel rooms will be made availabldyear 2014.

12th World congress of IASS/IAS “New Semiotics: between Tradition
and Innovation”. Sofia, 16-20 September 2014, New Bulgarian

University
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This is the first call for papers of the 12th World Congress of the International Association C
Semiotts. The strategic objective of this Congress is the expansion and reinforcement of tl
semiotic web. The Congress will not only attract the leading figures in contemporary semiotics b
will, with Sofia as host city, provide exceptionally favourable cood# for wide participation.
These include a specially organized low fee, comfortable budget accommodation and excelle
organization.

"Innovation” is not only a theme from the title but also informs the organization of the Congres:
The Congress will berpceded by a broad discussion on social media so as to enable participants
select the most interesting topics and facilitators for scientific sessions and round tables. This w
also provide an opportunity to highlight the profile of new semidtitsat which constantly occurs

on separate sites but which today needs to be strengthened by common formulations and a com
strategy, new tactics for the affirmation of this disciplinary field both in the new academic realitie
and outside the university, the labour market and the market of research services. New semiotic:
is thus global, projeabriented, and focused on its contribution to human endeavour within the
flexible boundaries of interdisciplinarity.

Read the full Call For Papers and further iofothe event webpagéor more information, contact
info@semio2014.org

NORDIC ASSOCIATION FOR SEMIOTIC STUDIES
(NASS)

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Date : May 30th 2013 (Thursday)
Place : University of Aarhus, Denmark
Present:

The NASS 2013 general assembly counted with the presence of 31 registered membarsngith
rights.

NASS Board members that were present: Lui s Emi | i o Bruni ( NASS
Ordinary Representative), Goran SonesSsONASS Tr easur er , Swedenos
Morten Tgnnessen (NASS Secretaror way 0 s Ordinary Reprmese
(Denmar kods Suppl ementary Representative),

Representative), Riin Magnus (Estoniads Sup
Organisational Assistant).
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NASS Board members that were absent: Timo Maran (Estona 6s Or di nary R
Bergljét Kristjansdottir (Iceland's OrdinariRepresentative), AwW e i kko Pi et ar i n
Ordinary Representative, Tommi Vehkavaar a |
Mar get Gudmusdottient(alrcyel Begdodoes eSwupaplievm ) |,
Supplementary Representative).

Agenda:

=

. Election of a chair for the meeting

N

. Election of a keeper of the minutes

3. Election of three members to check the minutes

4. Approval of the constitution

5. ThePesi dent 6s report

6. The Treasurerds report

7. Election of six board members; six supplementary representatives; and the Preside
Secretary and Treasurer (among the elected representatives)

8. Optional topics and announcements

The General Assembly was leal to order at 16:30 by the NASS President, Luis Emilio Bridai.
proceeded with introducing the meeting agenda to the participants. He called tmmamgnts on
the meeting agenda that was previously sent out to the NASS members newtietter (No.3
Spring 2013). In the absence of any feedback from the participants, the magénda was
approved.

1. Election of a chair for the meeting

Luis Emilio Bruni was elected to chair the meeting.
2. Election of a keeper of the minutes

Inesa Sahakyan was efed to take the minutes.

3. Election of three members to check the minutes

The following three members were elected to check the minutes: Peer Bundgaard; Sara Lennin
and Frederik Nielbo.

4. Approval of the constitution

The constitution of NASS was apmex by the board of NASS on August 31st 2012 widndate
from the General Assembly of NASS in Lund, Sweden, May 7th 2011. At this lboeeting,
whi ch was convened via telephone c ocdofifgeneeimc e
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Aarhus in May2013 the constitution will be treated by the General AssemidWASS. However, it
iI's already from August 31st 2012 to be cons|

After being approved by the board, the new NASS constitution was then made available to t
memberon the NASS websiten{tp://nordicsemiotics.oryjand through the newsletter (No2@12,

Fall 2012). Furthermore, a call for proposals for amendments to the constitution whs SASS
members in the Spring 28 issue of the newsletter.

Given that no proposals for amendments to any aspect of the constitution in effect werdhsent to
Governing Board, the new NASS constitution was approved as it is by the General Assembly.

5. The President’s Report

Luis Emilio Bruni started his report with a brief historical overview of NASS since its foundation
1987 in Imatra, Finland with Dinda L. Gorl ®:

On June 9th 2012, NASS marked its 25 year anniversary in Imatra, as part of thaetttional
Summer School for Semiotic and Structural Studies (Juth2)8arranged by the International
Semiotics Institute (ISI). The venue of the anniversary celebration was very much appropriat
given that NASS was founded in Imatra in 198While its first conference was held in Lund,
Sweden, in 1992.

Since its foundation in 1987, NASS had organised 6 conferences. However, Luis Emilio Brur
pointed to the difficulties that the association underwent during the period of 2000 to 201 with
confererwes being organised. The revival of NASS took place in 2011 in Lund through the
organization of the 7th conference due to the initiative of its by then president Goran S@messon
the refoundation of the new Governing Board.

Further, the activities of thnew Governing Board were pointed out. In particular:

- Drafting of the new constitution, working via email correspondence and conference calls.
- Governing the organisation of the 8th NASS conference in Aarhus.

- Transferring the NASS bank account froBweden to Denmark for practical considerations
(in process

- Recruitment of country representatives for Iceland and Finland (2 members per country)
following the amendments of the constitution and given the fact that no representatitresséor
countres were elected during the General Assembly in Lund in 2011.

- Creation of a new webpage by Morten Tgnnessen and Kristian Tylén, with the formerenty
serving as web administrator by regularly maintaining the NASS website
(http://nordicsemiotics.ory/

- Adoption of a new logo (that serves as a heading to the minutes) designed by Timo Maran.
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- Launching of the newsletter and its distribution through the website and the mailingditd
and distributed by Mden Tgnnessen and Inesa Sahakyan.

- Representation of NASS in the 11th World Congress of the International Association for
Semiotic Studies @ October 2012, Nanjing, China) by Luis Emilio Bruni and Gé&amesson
(The official representatives of NASSIASS are Luis Emilio Bruni and Mortefgnnessen).

Luis Emilio Bruni thanks the local organisers of the 8th NASS conference that serves as a st
towards contributing to the continuity and the stability of the activities of the association. In th
same lire, he calls for suggestions as to the venue of the 9th NASS international conference.

On the behalf of his colleagues at the University of Tartu, Estonia, Kalevi Kull expressastttie
host the next NASS international conference to be held in 2015.

To conclude, the role of the Board in ensuring the smooth running of the association and ftl
importance to guarantee the continuity of the NASS biennial conference series was pointed out.

7. The Treasurer’s report

The NASS treasurer, Goran Sonesson, repanteitie financial situation of the association, sise
re-establishment in Lund in 2011, as follows:

Membership fees (8th NASS conference in Lu2@)250 SEK (2357,20Euro)
Website expense564,0 SEK(64,40Euro)
Balance: 19.685,30 SEK (2292,80 Euro)

The sum 0f19685,30 SEK corresponding to 22920 Euros is in the NASS old bank account in
Sweden and will be transferred to the new NASS bank account to be opened in Denmark.

7. Election of six board members; six supplementary representatives; and the President,
Secretary and Treasurer (among the elected 12 country representatives)

Morten Tgnnessen, who chaired the elections, first presented the current board of NASS, wh
counts the following members:

Country — Ordinary Representatives — Supplementary Representatives

Denmark Luis Emilio Bruni (President) Kristian Tylén
Estonia Timo Maran- Riin Magnus

Finland Ahti-Veikko Pietarinenr- Tommi Vehkavaara
Iceland Bergljot Kristjansdottir Sigrun Marget Gudmusdottir

Norway Morten Tgnnessen (SecretaryJorill Strand
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Sweden GoOran Sonesson (Treasurerpara Lenninger
The board has appointed I nesa Sahakyan as N.

Following the call for nominations of candidates to the board announced through trenalktter
preceding the Generassembly (i.e. No. 3, Spring 2013), 2 nominations we¥eeived and
presented as follows:

SaralLenningerSwedendés Ordinary Representative
Aleksei SemenenkeSwedends Suppl ementary Represent

Candidates for country representatives, especially fdaithand Iceland, were called among the
participants of the General Assembly.

In view of his prior election in the board for the IACS (International Association for Cognitive
Semiotics), Kristian Tylén called for other candidates as supplementary cogjmtegentativefor
Denmark. Following this call,Seren Brier wa s nomi nat ed as Den me
Representative. Since no further nominations were advanced, the rest of the outgoing board \
renominated, including the absent board members.

Before pre@eeding to the vote, it was reminded that the President, Secretary and Treasurer col
hold the same position for 3 periods.

Given the fact that there were no two nominations for the same position, a general vote w
suggested to approve the election off the nominees. All the nominations were approved
unani mously by the General Assemblybdés 31 pa

The current President and the Secretary werdegted, and Sara Lenninger was elected andhe
NASS Treasurer.

The new Board is conformed as follew

Country — Ordinary Representatives — Supplementary Representatives

Denmark Luis Emilio Bruni (President} Sgren Brier
Estonia Timo Maran- Riin Magnus

Finland Ahti-Veikko Pietarinenr- Tommi Vehkavaara
Iceland Bergljét KristjAnsdotti Sigrun Marget Gdmusdottir
Norway Morten Tgnnessen (SecretaryJorill Strand

Sweden Sara Lenninger (Treasurer)Aleksei Semenenko
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8. Optional topics and announcements
Venue of the 9th NASS international conference (2015)
Luis Emilio Bruni called for suggestions astbe venue of the 9th NASS conference.

Kalevi Kull pointed out the willingness of the Semiotic Department of the University of Tartu,
Estonia, to host the next NASS conference. In the absence of other suggestions and irtheew of
experience in the orgamigon of such international events of the University of Tartu)dtier was
designated as the possible venue of the next international conference of NASIEetd ine2015.
This suggestion will be treated by the new NASS Governing Board.

The 9th NASS coference will coincide with another event of importance for the semiotic

communi ty, namel vy, Tartuds Summer School of
events while at the same time keeping the identity of each, will be discussed by the<latarid.
Kull concluded his remarks with a wish that

Developing NASS activities

The idea that the conference participation fee and the membership fee could bedesediojping
and organising new NASS activities, besides égutar biennial conferences, wdiscussed. The
following suggestions were put forward by the participants:

1 Attributing scholarships to young semioticians (e.g. Master and PhD Students) for the be
abstract contributions.

1 Subsidizing the participation tbBlIASS conferences (e.g. financial aid for the trip and/or
accommodation) for graduate students who would have their abstracts accepted.

1 Organizing Workshops in the framework of the conference, where specialists could give the
feedback on the projects peeged by students.

1 Including a list of the NASS members with their contact details on the website. However, a
this could run against the privacy policy, Morten Tgnnessen, webmaster and one of tt
editors of the Newsletter, pointed out that an invitationvoluntarily submit name and
contact addresses, and possibly links to articles written by NASS members, would appear
the next newsletter (No. 4, Fall 2013).

1 Promoting graduate level exchanges for students in semiotics among Nordic countries.
1 OrganizingNordic Summer schools

9 Essay prizes for graduate level students in semiotics.

The above suggestions will be taken into consideration and dealt with by the NASS Governir
Board.

20

Pt
et



NEWSLETTER OF THE NORDIC ASSOCIATION FOR SEMIOTIC STUDIES - NO. 4- AUTUMN 2013

The General Assembly was adjourned at 17:45.

Following the communication of ghpresent minutes, an updated action plan will be establasited
sent out to the board members and country representatives by the NASS President.

Invitation to be listed on NASS webpage

By Morten Tonnessen, secretary of NASS

At the General Assembly of the Nordic Association for Semiotic Studies (NASS) in Aarhus
Denmark, on May 302013, it was suggested that the NASS webpage should be used to list th
contact info etc. oftha s s o ci at i oThiéis what¢hmimieutes sapout the matter:

Including a list of the NASS members with their contact details on the website. However, &
this could run against the privacy policy, Morten Tgnnessen, webmaster and one of tt
editors of the Newsletter, pointed out that an invitation to voluntarily submit name and
contact addresses, and possibly links to articles written by NASS members, would appear
the next newsletter (No. 4, Fall 2013).

In other words, we will, on our webpabdép://nordicsemiotics.orghotlist all members, but only
those that explicitly ask to be mentioned there with contact info and possibly other informatior
This can include:

9 Contact info
91 A brief bio-note

1 A brief overview of relevant publications (with links where applicable)

If you wish to be listed on the NASS webpage, writpdst@nordicsemiotics.ongsing the subject
l i ne ARe: Il nvitationedo be |Iisted on NASS w
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